'SPIRIT  OF THE  AGE'

individual conscience, and that the hunger of the Colosseum
lions 'may be explained by natural causes but cannot be
judged by moral considerations3. But, after the lions have gone
back to their dens, and the martyr's bones have been swept
out of the arena, the effect of the martyr's martyrdom upon his
fellow men remains, to be judged by moral considerations.
And so, to quote Oman again:

Martin Luther's 'Here stand I: I can do no otherwise: God help
meP at Worms; or Thomas More's 7 pray God preserve me in
my just opinion even to death\ are the things that counted in
history.1

I believe that we should think of things in terms of the intelli-
gence and conscience of man, not of blind forces of nature,
tides destroying "with heedless impartiality5.

1 OMAN, The Sixteenth Century, p. 138.